By-Laws – Irish American Football Association.
1. Membership.

1.1. To be accepted in the IAFA, applicants require a majority vote of existing members at an IAFA meeting. 

1.2. Member organisations are required to be voluntary bodies.

1.3. Member organisations are required to be constituted and based on the island of Ireland.

1.4. Member organisations who are leagues should be clearly identifiable from one another in terms of player age group, derivative of American football and recruitment base. 
1.5 In general, the IAFA will not permit more than one league to operate in each of the following categories for either kitted or flag American football - adult, collegiate, under 19, under 15 and peewee. 
2. Financial Responsibilities.

2.1. Members shall keep proper accounts and provide the IAFA with the necessary information to compile accounts relating to the total income and expenditure within the sport for inclusion in composite annual accounts and costings to be forwarded to the Irish Sports Council.

2.2 Members shall provide the necessary information required for the procurement of the IAFA’s public liability insurance. Members shall also pay to the IAFA the cost of their portion of any insurance policy.

2.3 Each member shall pay to the IAFA any agreed costs that the IAFA has incurred on its behalf.

3. Irish Sports Council.

3.1. Members shall inform the IAFA if they wish to apply for funding from the Irish Sports Council and assist the IAFA in the preparation of grant applications.

3.2. Members shall account for any funding received from the Irish Sports Council via the IAFA’s grant application.

4. Discipline and Arbitration.

4.1 The IAFA Disciplinary Committee shall be chaired by the IAFA Chair or an alternate nominated by the IAFA Board. It shall comprise of one nominee of each member organisation.
4.2 The IAFA Disciplinary Committee shall also serve as an appeals committee when requested to do so by any member organisation, or any parties subjected to internal disciplinary proceedings within any member organisation. Where the IAFA Disciplinary Committee upholds a decision of any member’s internal disciplinary proceedings, the cost of the appeal shall be borne by the appellant.
4.3. The IAFA Disciplinary Committee is authorised to take Disciplinary action against any individuals and organisations who do not comply with the IAFA Constitution and By-Laws.

4.4. The IAFA Disciplinary Committee is authorised to take action against any individual or organisation deemed to have damaged or attempted to damage the sport in Ireland, the IAFA or any of its member organisations. 
4.5. The IAFA Disciplinary Committee is authorised to take action against any individual or organisation that has engaged in illegal activities in connection with their participation in the sport.

4.6. Disputes between member organisations shall be arbitrated by the IAFA Board.
Domestic Issues:

4.7 All disputes arising out of or in connection with the IAFA Constitution or By-Laws including any disputes involving member organisations that are appealed to the IAFA Disciplinary Committee and/or arbitrated by the IAFA Board shall be referred to Just Sport Ireland for resolution by mediation in accordance with the Just Sport Ireland Mediation Rules. If the dispute remains unresolved at the conclusion of the mediation process, the dispute shall be referred to Just Sport Ireland for final and binding arbitration in accordance with the Just Sport Ireland Arbitration Rules.
International Issues:

4.8 All disputes arising out of or in connection with the IAFA Constitution or By-Laws including any disputes involving member organisations that are appealed to the IAFA Disciplinary Committee and/or arbitrated by the IAFA Board shall be referred to Just Sport Ireland for resolution by mediation in accordance with the Just Sport Ireland Mediation Rules. If the dispute remains unresolved at the conclusion of the mediation process, the dispute shall be referred to Just Sport Ireland for binding arbitration in accordance with the Just Sport Ireland Arbitration Rules. The arbitral award issued by JSI may be appealed exclusively by referral to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in Lausanne, Switzerland, within 21 days from receipt of such arbitral award, for final and binding arbitration in accordance with the CAS Code of Sports-related Arbitration.
5.0. International Matters.
5.1. All individuals and organisations involved in American football in Ireland shall comply with any relevant rules and regulations laid down by the European Federation of American Football, the International Federation of American Football and any other relevant international organisations.

5.2. All American football teams, organisations and events in Ireland are subject to the IAFA Constitution and by-laws.
5.3. All American football games played in Ireland which do not involve a team affiliated to or fielded by a member organisation require sanction from the IAFA.

5.4. The IAFA and its members and any teams affiliated to member organisations reserve the right to refuse membership or admission to any individuals/participants in organisations, events or games deemed to have breached By-Laws 5.1 to 5.3.

5.5. The IAFA and its members and any teams affiliated to member organisations reserve the right to expel any individuals/participants in organisations, events or games deemed to have breached By-Laws 5.1 to 5.3.

6.0 National Team.
6.1 The IAFA shall appoint both the Head Coach and General Manager of Team Ireland. 
6.2. The National Team shall be accountable to the IAFA Board. 
7.0. Rights & Property.

7.1. No individual or organisation shall claim ownership, membership or to represent the IAFA and/or the sport of American football in Ireland or claim to have any control over rights or properties associated with the IAFA and/or the sport in Ireland without the expressed permission of the IAFA.
7.2. No individual or organisation shall claim ownership, membership or to represent any member of the IAFA or team/organisation or individual affiliated to any member of the IAFA or claim to have any control over rights or properties associated with any team/organisation or individual affiliated to any member of the IAFA without the expressed permission of the member, team/organisation or individual.

8.0 Sanctioning of Games/Events.

8.1 Any game played in Ireland, which is not part of a competitive league or tournament sanctioned by either the IAFL or IFFA and/or involves a team from outside Ireland, requires official sanction from the IAFA.

8.2 Application for sanction must be submitted on the IAFA form entitled “Application for Sanction to run an event/game in Ireland”.

The IAFA Board is entitled to seek additional information, not specified on the aforementioned form, that it deems necessary to make a decision to sanction or to determine what conditions should be attached to any sanction.

8.3 The IAFA may put in place minimum requirements for sanction. It may also request a share of any commercial revenue generated and any other conditions it deems necessary to safeguard the sport in Ireland and/or assist with the development of the sport in Ireland.

8.4 Application forms for games involving two IAFA clubs must be submitted to the IAFA Board a minimum of four weeks prior to the proposed game/event. There is no fee for this category of game/event.

8.5 Application forms for games involving any non-IAFA clubs and or games/events run by or run in partnership with non-IAFA members must be submitted to the IAFA Board a minimum of three months prior to the proposed game/event. Applications must be accompanied by a €100 fee and €400 deposit. The €400 deposit will be refunded between six and eight weeks after the game/event if the sanctioning requirements have been adhered to, all financial commitments have been honoured and there are no outstanding disciplinary issues.

8.6 EFAF and IFAF tournaments do not require sanction.
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