IAFL Video Citation & Disciplinary Points.
A. Video Citation.
1. Reviews will only take place in the case of (i) flagrant personal fouls recorded by the officials on game day and (ii) where one of the participating teams requests a review of a specific incident for the purpose of determining whether or not a personal foul deemed to merit additional sanction (whether foul is called or not called) occurred; and only if a visual recording of the game has been made by one of the participating teams. 
2. All teams will indicate on the Team Roster Form whether or not they are planning on making a visual recording of the game (video, dvd etc.).

3. In the case of a (i) above, the review will be initiated on receipt of the referee’s official report. In the case of a.(ii) above, the review will be initiated when the team completes and submits the form entitled “IAFL Citation Form” within 5 days of the incident (by email or hard copy). This form must be accompanied by video footage of the incident. The video footage of the incident must be cut no less than 10 seconds before and after the play on which the incident occurred. If the incident did not occur on a play, it must be cut no less than 30 seconds prior to the incident commencing and 30 seconds after the incident ends.

4. When a request to review has been received, the IAFL may request submission of any visual recording of the game made by either of the participating teams.
5. Following receipt of a request to review and any relevant video footage, the IAFL will forward a copy of the citation form and any relevant footage to the team of the individual(s) being cited and the individual(s). The team has to indicate within 1 week of this date whether or not the cited individual(s) wishes to accept that they committed a flagrant foul or contest the citation. 

6. If the individual(s) accept(s), they will be awarded the appropriate disciplinary points as per B below. 
7. If the individual(s) contest the citation, the matter will be referred to the IAFL Disciplinary Committee. The cited individual can request that Committee review any other relevant evidence He can submit an explanation of the incident, from his point of view, to the citation panel. Once referred to the IAFL Disciplinary Committee, the Committee will return its verdict at the latest within 3 days of their next quad-seasonal meeting (by-laws appendix 1, item 4).  The Committee will inform the individual(s) and the team of their verdict, including a brief description of why they arrived at their verdict, plus indicate the total number of points that the individual(s) is currently on culmulatively.
8. If the incident is referred to the IAFL Disciplinary Committee, the Committee is entitled to seek technical advice from the IAFOA and/or IAFCA to assist it in determining the severity of the foul. If the Committee is of the opinion that a personal foul deemed to merit additional punishment occurred, the individual will be awarded the appropriate disciplinary points as per B below.
9. The IAFL Disciplinary Committee may refuse to consider frivolous citation requests.
B. Disciplinary Points.

1. Disciplinary Points will be awarded to participants in IAFL games as follows:

· Personal Foul recorded by the officials – 1 point.

· Citation accepted by individual under A6 above – 2 points.

· Personal foul deemed to merit additional sanction determined by A8 above – 3 points.

· An ejection by the officials, or a foul deemed an ejection after citation – 3 points (plus the automatic 1 game suspension).
(N.B. If a personal foul is recorded by the officials, then cited and ‘upgraded’, the additional points replace the 1 point for the recorded personal foul, they are not added to the 1 point.)
(N.B. 1 point personal fouls cannot be added to the record via citation, if a cited foul is not deemed flagrant, then it does not result in any disciplinary points at all)

2. Disciplinary Thresholds:
· 8 points.

· 12 points and every 4 points thereafter.

3. A player earns a 1 game suspension for every threshold passed. If a player is ejected on game day, or by the IAFL Disciplinary Committee following a citation, he will serve an automatic 1 game suspension in addition to any earned through passing a points threshold.
4. Suspensions will be administered in the normal manner.
5. Video evidence may be used to establish the identity of any individual committing a personal foul if the identity (e.g. player number) is not recorded in a referee’s report. 
D. Disciplinary Log Management

1. The IAFL board will keep the ongoing record of the disciplinary points for each individual who has accrued points. This will be updated with each referee’s game report received. The records will include a list of each point(s) attributed along with the player name, team and date and foul type, as well as a tally of points currently active for each individual.
2. The enforcement data of a citied foul will be when the verdict was delivered.
3. Any of the details that are omitted from the game-day record of personal fouls may be filled in at a later date, if there is evidence to support it. 
4. A log will also be kept of citations, including the details of the citation form, whether the individual(s) accepted the citation, or if it went to the Disciplinary Committee, the number of points and brief description of the verdict. The clip of the incident(s) will also be kept on record. This will include records of citations that were rejected by the Committee, solely for the purpose of comparison with similar types of foul.
5. The Disciplinary Committee will be able to request details and videos of previous incidents of a similar type, to help them make their verdict.

E. Guidelines for Citation Judgements

1. Injury as a result of the incident is not necessarily proof that it was ‘flagrant’ or merits additional punishment.
2. It must be clear, beyond reasonable doubt, that the incident was a foul and that it was flagrant and/or serious enough to merit additional punishment.
3. If the quality or angle of the visual evidence is insufficient to be clear of reasonable doubt, then the citation must be rejected.
4. Previous rejected citations against an individual should have no influence on other citation decisions against that individual.
5. The decision must be unanimous.
6. The football rulebook (NCAA with some IAFL adjustments) is the ultimate reference in these judgements. If the incident is not a foul according to the rulebook, then the citation must be rejected. 
7. ‘Flagrant’ is defined in the rulebook as ‘A flagrant personal foul is a rule infraction so extreme or deliberate that it places an opponent in danger of catastrophic injury’ (Rule 2.9.1). 
8. Whilst the rulebook defines many things in black and white, there is a certain amount of judgment required in the interpretation of some rules, it is this judgment that is the reason the Disciplinary Committee sits on these cases. The judgment of ‘flagrant’ or serious enough to merit additional punishment will be a central part of the decision.

9. Emphasis should also be placed on the Protection of Defenseless Players, which is also a Point of Emphasis in the NCAA rulebook (FR-8).
PROTECTION OF DEFENSELESS PLAYERS—In 2008, the committee

introduced a separate rule prohibiting initiating contact with and targeting a

defenseless opponent (Rule 9-1-3).

The following are situations in which defenseless players are susceptible to

serious injury:

• The quarterback moving down the line of scrimmage who has handed or

pitched the ball to a teammate, and then makes no attempt to participate

further in the play;

• The kicker who is in the act of kicking the ball, or who has not had a

reasonable length of time to regain his balance after the kick;

• The passer who is in the act of throwing the ball, or who has not had a

reasonable length of time to participate in the play again after releasing the

ball;

• The pass receiver whose concentration is on the ball;

• The pass receiver who has clearly relaxed when the pass is no longer

catchable;

• The kick receiver whose attention is on the downward flight of the ball;

• The kick receiver who has just touched the ball;

• The player who has relaxed once the ball has become dead; and

• The player who is obviously out of the play.

These players are protected by rules that have been in place for many years. It

is of the utmost importance that participants, coaches and game officials carefully

and diligently observe safety rules.

Intentional helmet-to-helmet contact is never legal, nor is any other blow

directed toward an opponent’s head. Flagrant offenders shall be disqualified.
IAFL Citation Form
1. Team submitting Form:​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________

2. Name & contact details of team representative submitting form:


3. Fixture (teams/date):_____________________________________________________

4. Details of Individual Being cited (team/number/name if known):

________________________________________________________________________
5. Was the incident penalised by the match officials?     Y/N

6. Description of incident (when, where on field, persons involved, type of foul etc.):


Please note that a copy of this form will be forwarded to the individual(s) cited.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY:

Date Received: _____________________

